AGRICULTURE

Effective Date: July 8, 2024.
New Expiration Date: July 8, 2031.

Take notice that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1.c, the rules at
N.J.A.C. 2:24 were scheduled to expire on October 26, 2024.

The purpose of the rules is to set forth definitions, define regulated
articles, and outline the inspection, certification, and registration
requirements of apiaries in New Jersey. The rules address inspection and
certification requirements for bee colonies entering New Jersey from out-
of-State, set forth the procedure for the annual registration of
overwintering bee yards, describe the inspection protocol used in the
inspection and certification of apiaries, and address the requirements for
the safe and timely movement of bee colonies throughout the State. These
rules also provide for relocation in lieu of destruction of nuisance honey
bee colonies or swarms, require prior approval of the State Apiarist for
hive destruction, require recordkeeping of beekeepers contacted, and
impose penalties for intentional destruction of a man-made honey bee hive
or hanging swarm without the required approval. The rules provide
exceptions for commercial pesticide applications for the elimination of
feral bee colonies within residential, commercial, or institutional
structures when the likelihood of exposure by allergic persons presents a
clear hazard; for the State Apiarist acting to eliminate diseased colonies
found during inspection activities; for honey bee colonies destroyed by a
beekeeper/owner in the elimination of diseased colonies found during
inspection or normal apiary management activities; and commercial
pesticide applications directed by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) for elimination of Africanized honey bees or other
foreign species. Subchapter 7 establishes additional apiary standards for
the breeding and keeping of honey bees and related activities, not
otherwise set forth in this chapter. Those additional apiary standards
address such matters as permitted colony density, swarming, structures,
location, flyway barriers, access to sources of water, queens, general
maintenance, marking of hives, access, inspection, and violations and
enforcement of Chapter 24. Although N.J.S.A. 40:48-1.5 bars municipal
ordinances that restrict or prohibit beekeeping activities, Subchapter 7
also sets forth the manner by which responsibility for the monitoring and
enforcement of the additional apiary standards that are enumerated in the
subchapter may be delegated to and assumed by a municipality.

The Department of Agriculture has reviewed the rules and has
determined that the rules should be readopted without change. These rules
are necessary, reasonable, and proper for the purpose for which they were
originally promulgated. Therefore, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1, these
rules are readopted and shall continue in effect for a seven-year period.

(a)
DIVISION OF MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT

Notice of Readoption
Processors, Dealers, and Subdealers

Readoption: N.J.A.C. 2:52
Authority: N.J.S.A. 4:12A-1 et seq., specifically 4:12A-7 and 20.

Authorized By: Joseph Atchison III, Director, Division of Marketing
and Development, the State Board of Agriculture and Edward D.
Wengryn, Secretary, Department of Agriculture.

Effective Date: July 8, 2024.

New Expiration Date: July 8, 2031.

Take notice that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1.c, the rules at
N.J.A.C. 2:52 were scheduled to expire on September 28, 2024.

The purpose of these rules is to ensure that the dairy industry and
consumers receive the benefit of effective milk control, which helps to
ensure a stable milk market and fair competition.

Subchapter 1 of the rules requires processors, dealers, and subdealers
(licensees) to maintain accurate records on milk transactions to assist the
Division of Marketing and Development (Division) in its evaluation of
the licensee’s business operations concerning the licensee’s adherence to
applicable New Jersey statutes and Division rules; outlines the reports
required to be submitted and the filing and retention criteria; and protects
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confidential information obtained in implementing the rules that
constitute proprietary commercial or financial information, or is otherwise
protected pursuant to State or Federal law.

Subchapters 2 and 3 of the rules require licensees to obtain approval
from the Director of Marketing and Development (Director) before
serving an unlicensed store or changing their source of milk supply; to
provide two weeks’ notice to the present supplier or obtain approval from
the Director to serve unlicensed stores or change their source of milk
supply without notice. Subchapters 2 and 3 also list the conditions
pursuant to which the Director might deny approval to a licensee to serve
an unlicensed store or change their source of milk supply; outline the
commencement of the two-week period; and specity who will be notified
of approval or denial to serve an unlicensed store or change the source of
supply.

Subchapter 4 of the rules requires that a licensee desiring to stop
serving an account must give written notice to the customer and the
Director, at least two weeks prior to the proposed date of discontinuance,
unless the customer releases the supplier, in writing, from the obligation
to provide such two week notice and a copy of such release is sent to the
Division of Marketing and Development.

Finally, Subchapter 7 prohibits licensed milk dealers from selling milk
below variable cost. Subchapter 7 also defines the term “variable cost,”
provides that certain costs are to be averaged, defines raw milk costs, and
provides for the enforcement of the provisions of the subchapter.

The Department of Agriculture has reviewed the rules and has
determined that the rules should be readopted without change. These rules
are necessary, reasonable, and proper for the purpose for which they were
originally promulgated. Therefore, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1, these
rules are readopted and shall continue in effect for a seven-year period.

(b)
DIVISION OF MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT

Notice of Readoption
Agricultural Liming Materials

Readoption: N.J.A.C. 2:70
Authority: N.J.S.A. 4:9-21.1 et seq., specifically 4:9-21.11.

Authorized By: The State Board of Agriculture and Edward D.
Wengryn, Secretary, Department of Agriculture.

Effective Date: July 8, 2024.
New Expiration Date: July 8, 2031.

Take notice that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1.c, the rules at
N.J.A.C. 2:70 were scheduled to expire on September 28, 2024.

The purpose of the rules is to protect farmers and consumers by
determining the manufacturer’s compliance with the guaranteed content
of liming materials and to reduce the amount of misbranded and deficient
products offered for sale, thereby ensuring the quality and quantity of
liming materials and promoting crop yield.

These rules set forth the standards to be met for product to be sold as
agricultural limestone; the standards for burnt and hydrated limes; the
Department of Agriculture and producer responsibilities for the collection
and payment of inspection fees; and the composition and labeling
requirements of oxides for calcium and magnesium oxides to be offered
for sale in slurry or suspension form.

The Department of Agriculture has reviewed the rules and has
determined that the rules should be readopted without change. These rules
are necessary, reasonable, and proper for the purpose for which they were
originally promulgated. Therefore, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1, these
rules are readopted and shall continue in effect for a seven-year period.
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